St Leonard’s Church   Balderstone

A Guide to 
Churchyard Regulations
 

Making arrangements for the last resting place of a friend or a family member is an important and often distressing responsibility. Christian burial in a churchyard must always be reverent, whether it is a traditional burial or the interment of ashes.
Parish churchyard rules exist to ensure that the highest standards are maintained and that the dignified and beautiful character of the surroundings is preserved.
These notes are designed as a guide for those charged with making sensitive decisions.
The law
What happens in a churchyard, and what may or may not be done, is governed by ecclesiastical law and by rules approved by the Vicar of the parish and the Parochial Church Council (PCC). It is the policy of the PCC that these rules should be firmly adhered to. Burials, interments and memorials all need the Vicar’s written permission. Undertakers and monumental masons are usually familiar with the rules and are able to give practical guidance. 
Burials, interments and the introduction of memorials and inscriptions all attract a fee. The rates, which are mandatory and non-negotiable, are displayed on the church notice board.
Burials
Anyone who is resident within the parish boundaries or whose name is on the current Electoral Roll has the right of burial here, as has any non-resident whose death takes place within the parish. Requests beyond these remain at the sole discretion of the Vicar.
The grave and its maintenance
It is wonderful that so many people regularly tend family graves. This makes our churchyard a special place, set apart from our daily lives. Before asking for a grave space you should know that only simple memorial headstones are allowed, and that there are restrictions on what may be inscribed on them. The grave must not be demarcated by the use of kerbs, shrubs, plants, small trees, borders, railings or stone chippings. 
We ask you not to put extraneous decorations on graves; no lights, no candles, no plastic windmills, no plastic flowers; no glass vases which shatter when the mowers hit them. You may place a small trough, no bigger than 30” long x 9” wide on the grass in front of the headstone to hold small growing plants. 
Christmas and Remembrance wreaths are admitted. They will be removed in the week before Ash Wednesday.
When a burial takes place the ownership of that space does not pass to the heirs or family of the deceased but remains the property of the Vicar and PCC.
 



Memorial stones
Time and tastes change; the excesses of Victorian grave memorials no longer meet with approval. 
We recommend that at least six months is allowed after the burial before the installation of a memorial.  Permission to erect or modify a memorial should be obtained before entering into a contract with a mason and no work should be undertaken until the Vicar has given explicit consent. Over recent years the rules have not always been strictly followed, resulting in some variety in the design and the colour and texture of headstones.
Only monumental masons who are on the BRAMM or RQMF approval list should be employed, and their work should conform to BS8415 standard.
Only memorials in slate or granite are approved. Black, blue or red granites are not allowed. Highly polished (mirror finished) stones are not permitted.  The memorial should not be higher than 48” or wider than 33”. It should not be more than 12” deep. The plinth may incorporate a vase or flower holder.
Inscriptions
Written approval for proposed inscriptions must be obtained before any work commences. They should be simple and relevant and may include suitable biblical or literary quotations. They should be incised and may be painted or gilded. Plastic or other inserted lettering is not permitted. Pictures and photographs are not permitted. 
Additions may be made to an inscription at a later date following a subsequent burial in the same grave. Additions must be approved in advance. The lettering, layout and wording must be consistent with the original inscription.
Cremated remains
Small caskets may be placed in existing family graves. Otherwise ashes, without a casket, may be buried in the raised memorial garden by the east wall adjacent to the school.  A memorial stone similar to existing stones may be laid on the surface of the garden although this will not be taken to indicate the exact location of the ashes.
Again, the stone and the inscription must be pre-approved by the Vicar. The same broad conditions apply as for graves; the stone must not be polished and no pictures or photographs are permitted. 
General
Our graveyard is maintained by volunteers, and we ask you to help them by using the waste bins provided for rubbish, by not exercising dogs and by closing the gates.  It is a great joy that the churchyard is used daily by the schoolchildren but we do expect them to avoid over-exuberance. 
We hope these notes achieve a fair balance for everybody and enable families to commemorate those they have loved, and continue to love, in a churchyard that is an inspiring place to visit.
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